Composition of the tectal and posterior commissures of the chick (Gallus domesticus).
In chick, the tectal and posterior commissures form a continuous band of axons lying in the dorsal aspect of the meso-diencephalon. In midline sagittal sections, two zones can be clearly defined. The rostral zone (RZ) contains about 290,000 axons of which 32% are myelinated. The caudal zone (CZ) contains about 911,000 fibers of which 12% are myelinated. The majority of unmyelinated fibers in RZ and CZ are between 0.15 and 0.40 micrometers in diameter. The majority of myelinated fibers in both RZ and CZ are less than 1 micrometer in diameter. It is likely that RZ corresponds to the posterior commissure while CZ corresponds to the tectal commissure.